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5 inch squares of colourful fabrics

2 inch yellow squares

Scraps of wadding or toy stuffing

Feathers, beads, sequins, buttons

Thick thread

Ribbons, string, raffia, etc
LARGE eyed needle

Fold one large square in half diagonally, right sides together.

Fold a small square in half once diagonally, and then again, also diagonally.  This is the head/beak of the bird.  Tuck this into the fold of the large square, closed fold against the fold in the large fabric, raw edges to the outside. Sew along this seam and turn right side out.

Stuff the bird with the wadding and add a tail.  Stitch up this side, making an extra effort to hold the tail in place. (Tails can be feathers, ribbons, tinsel, whatever you want – but feathers are probably the easiest. If using a feather, make sure you push it well into the bird, as otherwise it will just wobble and droop.  ).  Once this is done, you might want to sew a couple of small beads or sequins on either side of the head as eyes.  
You can make as many birds as you want, but three is a good number. You then want to connect the birds together in a string.  First tie a large bead onto the thick thread, then add a few more before sewing straight through the bird from the lower point.  Take a few stitches into the top of the bird to stop things moving about.  Add further beads and another bird, secure with a couple of stitches, and repeat until all your birds are connected.  Using ribbon, raffia  or strong string, finish with a good loop so the birds can be hung up.  You can also add embellishments to the bottom of the string if you wish.
Then string the birds up on a hook or door knob!
By Miriam Edwards, with minor amendments by Kathryn Greig
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